Dear Building Code Official:
Lead poisoning is a problem for children in our community and our country.  While we hear about lead in toys, most lead poisoning occurs from lead-based paint in old homes – usually invisible lead dust caused by peeling, chipping, flaking, cracking or chalking lead-based paint.  Other problems in the home such as mold from moisture damage, carbon monoxide, pests, and scalding water temperatures, pose a serious health risk.  
On September 20 or 21 in Minneapolis, MN, building code officials from across the country will be considering proposals to improve the International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) at the International Code Council’s (ICC) Final Action Hearing.  The IPMC is effectively the nation’s model housing code.  Two states – Virginia and New York – and more than 600 communities have adopted it entirely; many other jurisdictions have similar policies for rental housing condition.  This code is designed to apply to all existing property including occupied homes.  
Hopefully, you will attend or be sending a representative to vote at ICC’s Final Action Hearing.  If someone from the jurisdiction is attending, I would ask you to support seven proposed improvements to the IPMC.  ICC’s adoption of the proposals will make the IPMC significantly more protective of the health of building occupants.  These proposals are:  

· PM4 – Requires repair of exterior deteriorated paint in pre-1978 buildings using lead-safe work practices as defined by EPA's Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule. 

· PM6 – Requires repair of interior deteriorated paint in pre-1978 buildings using lead-safe work practices as defined by EPA's Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule and correction of underlying source of moisture problems causing paint failure. 

· PM3 – Updates the definition of extermination, by renaming the requirement "pest elimination," eliminating references to poison spraying and fumigation, and adding references to all rodents and water sources.

· PM14 – Sets maximum water temperature in showers and tubs at a maximum of 120 degrees Fahrenheit to prevent serious burns.

· PM7 – Requires a carbon monoxide alarm where there is an attached garage or a fuel burning furnace, water heater, or other appliance. 

· PM13 – Requires that bathrooms in dwellings other than single-family units have a smooth, hard, nonabsorbent surface to permit the floor to be easily kept clean and sanitary. Non-permanent bathroom mats would be allowed. 
· PM19 – Create a new Health and Sanitation Chapter in the IPMC that would allow a building code official to order mitigation of serious health hazards such as lead-dust when presented with evidence that the hazard is present. 

Even if we don’t have the IPMC enacted in our community, your support for these proposals will ensure that the basic minimum requirements around the US will be minimally protective of health.  As with all ICC final hearing actions, the proposals need a two-thirds majority for passage. 

Please contact me at 
